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Excise Police Make Arrest in False ID Manufacturing Case 
 
BLOOMINGTON, Ind. – Indiana State Excise Police officers executed arrest and search 
warrants this afternoon at Smallwood Apartments after a month-long investigation into a 
false identification manufacturing operating in Bloomington.  Police began their 
investigation as a result of seizing dozens of similar false IDs at local alcoholic beverage 
establishments, including bars, liquor stores and grocery stores. 
 
Excise officers arrested Nicholas Richardson, age 21, 455 N. College Avenue, Apartment 
6030, Bloomington, for counterfeiting, a class D felony, and distribution of false 
government-issued identification, a class A misdemeanor.  Richardson is a student at 
Indiana University – Bloomington.  Richardson may face additional charges as a result of 
the search of his apartment today.   
 
Over the past year, excise police officers have come across several hundred false IDs from 
the states they believe Richardson manufactured in Bloomington.  These states include 
Virginia, Massachusetts, Texas, Wisconsin, Michigan, California, and Illinois.  These are 
high quality false IDs that are very good representations of these states’ actual IDs.  Many 
also include UV security lamination.  Each false ID cost the purchaser $125.00.   
 
Richardson is believed to be the largest manufacturer of false IDs in Bloomington.  
 
Indiana State Excise Police officers are the enforcement division of the Indiana Alcohol & 
Tobacco Commission. 
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